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PROBLEMS OF GENDER POETICS IN KAZAKH LITERATURE

Abstract. The article examines aspects of gender poetics, the most urgent problem of literary criticism.
The field of study of the topic is given in Kazakh literature. Within the framework of the materials of domestic
researchers of Kazakh literature, the problems of gender poetics, its features and connections with the world
literary science will be analyzed. The purpose is study the specific features of Kazakh literature, to compare the
data of the history of the formation, development of the gender theme with a sample of world literature. It is
known in the world literary science, gender studies are becoming a separate branch of science “genderology’ and
has formed a channel. In Kazakh literary science, “genderology” is at the stage of formation. Scientific research
related to gender studies. It was focused mainly in the field of social, philosophical, economic sciences. In
recent years, linguistics, cultural studies, literary studies have become the object of study of the gender sphere.
Although it appeared early in foreign science, one of the most methodically developed in Russian literary
studies. The topic is of high relevance for the Kazakh literary science. The research uses traditional scientific
descriptive, semantic, qualitative, comparative, classification methods. The gender analysis of a literary text
is not limited to the consideration of the figurative system and the social context of the work. There are quite
complex issues in world literary studies weren’t solved when considering its object of feminism, men’s artistic
works within the framework of the established gender orientation. A special examination of complex scientific
issues related to gender issues and relevant topic should be studied comprehensively. The consideration of
fiction in a gender perspective reflects well-established views on masculine and feminist stereotypes in society,
to the formation of new ideas.

Keywords: gender problem, gender poetics, woman’s themes, gender aspect, woman’s prose.
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Ka3ak ogeOueTinaeri renaepiaik mo3Tuka MaceJsiesepi

Anodamna. byn maxanazna 91eOHeTTaHy FHUIBIMBIHBIH aca ©3eKTi Maceneci OOJbIN TaObIIaThIH TeHACPIIK
MOSTUKAHBIH AaCHeKTiepi KapacThIpblIagbl. TaKbIPBINTHIH Ka3aK oAeOHETIHAEr 3epTTely epiciHe MIOoiy
KacasbiHaabl. Kazak one0neTinaeri OTaHIbIK 3epTTeyIiIep IiH MaTepraaAaphl asChIHIa TeHAEPIIK O THKAHBIH
©3eKTI Mocenenepi, ©3iHAIK epeKIIeNiKTepi MeH OoNIeMIIK oaeOMeTTaHy FBUIBIMBIMEH OalIaHBICTaphl
capananajapl. [eHaepiik TaKbIPBIITHIH TOJ 91e0ueTiMi3e KalbInTacy, 1aMy TapUXbl )KalbIHAAFbI MOTIMETTEP Il
oneMIiK oeOueT YIriciMeH CalbICThIpa OTBIPBIN, Ka3aK oAcOMeTiHAeri e3iHAIK epeKIIeTiKTepine Oapnay
JKacayasl Makcar eteni. Kasip onemuik onebueTTany FhUIBIMBIHAA TeHICPIIIK 3epTTeynep «l enaeponorus» aen
aTayaThlH FHUIBIMHBIH KeKe OaFbIThIHA aifHANbIIN, YJIKEH apHa Kypam OThIpraHbl Oenrini. Kazak oneOuerrany
FBUIBIMBIH/IA «T€HEPOJIOTHs» KAIBINTACY Ke3CHIH/Ie TYP. AJIFALIKbIIA IeHACPIIK 3epTTeyIepMEH OaiiIaHbICThI
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FBUIBIMH 3€pPTTeyJep, HEeri3iHeH, dIeyMeTTiK, (ruiIocodusuIbiK, SKOHOMHUKAIBIK FHUIBIMIAP CAalachblHAA ©pic
anrad. COHFBI JKbULIAPHl JIMHIBUCTHKA, MOJICHHETTaHY, COHJai-aK ofeOMeTTaHy Jia TeHAEpIIK CallaHbIH
3epTTey HbICaHbIHA aifHau bl byl cana meTeniik FuIbIM/Ia epTe naiiga 60aFraHbIMEeH, OTaHIbIK 9e0HeTTany A
onicTEeMeNiK TYpFbIIaH KeHXke AaMmbIFaH caiaHbiH Oipi. COHABIKTaH aa 0i3 KO3Fall OTBIPFaH TAaKbIPBIITHIH
Ka3ak o[e0MeTTaHy FhUIBIMBI YIIIIH ©3€KTLIIr )KOFaphl SN caHaiiMbI3. 3epTTey GapbIChIHAA TOCTYPITi FHUIBIMU
CHIIATTaMa JKOHE CEMaHTHKAJIBIK, CalallbIK, Tallldy-)KMHAKTAY, CAJIBICTBIPY, JKIKTEY OAiCTepi KOJIAAHbLIA/IBI.
KepkeM MoTiH/I FeHAepIIiK TYPFbIIaH Tajgay TEK LIbIFapMaHbIH OelHe jKyleci MEeH QJIeyMeTTiK KOHTEKCTI
KapacThIpyMeH IIeKTeNIMe 1i. OneMIiK oaednueTTanyna OHbIH 00beKTici heMUHU3M MeH ep afgamaap KOJIbIHAH
IIBIKKAH KOPKEM TYBIHJIBLIAP/Ab! KAJBINTACKAH TEHACPIIIK OaFbIT asChIHAA KapacThIpy/a IICHIIMIH TalnaraH
Mocerenep Kyp/eli Macesnenep KeTKUTIKTI. OnedueTTanynarsl FeHIepIlik Maceenepre OaiaanbICTbl Kypaesi
FBUTBIMH MACeJesIep/i apHalibl KapacThIpy €H/li KOJIFa ajlbIHy YCTiHAE JKOHE OJ1 KeIIeH/i Typ/e 3epTTenyi THIC
aca ©3eKTi TakbIpbIn 00BN TabbuTaabl. KepkeMm opeOueTTi reHaepinik acreKTie KapacThipy, Oip »KarblHaH,
KOFaM/Iarbl MACKYJIHHIIK )koHe (PEMHHHMH/IIK CTEPEOTHIITEPIe KaThICTHI KAJIBINITACKAH KO3KapacTap/ibl Kepcerce,
eKIiHIII JKaFbIHaH, OCBI CalaJaFbl @3repicTepre Ha3ap ayJapsblll, ’KaHa HJesu1ap bl KaJIbINTACTHIPYFa JKOJI allla bl

Kinm co30ep: reniep Macerenepi, FeHIepIIiK MOATHKA, difes TaKbIPbIObI, TeHIEPIiK acleKT, difeN Mpo3achl.
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IIpo6JieMmbl reHIepHON MOITHKH B Ka3aXCKOM JInTepaTrype

Annomayusa. B nanHoii cTaThe pacCMaTPHBAIOTCS aCHEKTHI TeHCPHON MOATHUKH, SBILIONINECS Hanboee
aKTyaJbHOH pobieMoii tuTeparypoBenenus. Jlaetcst 0030p 06macTu H3ydeHuUs TEMBI B Ka3aXCKOU JIUTepaType.
B pamkax MaTepuasoB OTEUECTBEHHBIX HCCIEOBATEIeH Ka3aXxCKOW JIUTEepaTypsl OyayT NpOaHAIN3HPOBAHBI
aKTyaJbHbIC MPOOJIEMBI TEHAEPHOH MOITHKH, €¢ OCOOCHHOCTH M CBS3M C MHPOBOH JHTEpaTypOBEIUSCKON
Haykoi. [lenpro McceioBanus OBIIO MCCIIEIOBAaHUE CTICIU(PUISCKUX 0COOCHHOCTEH Ka3aXCKOH JIMTepaTypsl,
COIOCTABJICHHE IAHHBIX HCTOPUHU CTAHOBJICHHS, PA3BUTHUSI TeHAEPHOI TeMBI ¢ 00pa3IioM MHPOBOI! JINTEPaTypHI.
Ceffuac M3BECTHO, YTO B MHPOBOH JIUTEPaTYypPOBEAUECKOH HayKe TCHAEPHBIC HCCIECIOBAHHS CTAHOBSTCS
OT/ICJIBHBIM HaIlPaBICHUEM HayKHU MOJ Ha3BaHUEM «TeHEPOJIOTHs» U 00pa30oBai O0bIIoN kaHal. B kazaxckoit
JIUTEPaTyPOBEAICCKOH HayKe «TEHAEPOIOTHS» HAXOAUTCS Ha CTaJUN CTAaHOBICHUA. [lepBoHavYaNbHO HAaydHEBIE
HCCIIEN0BAHNs, CBI3aHHBIC C T€HJCPHBIMHU HCCICIOBAHHUAMH, OBIIM COCPEIOTOYECHBI B OCHOBHOM B 001acTn
COIMANBHBIX, (HIOCOPCKHUX, YKOHOMHUECKHX HayK. B mociemnne rombl 0OBEKTOM H3ydYCHHUsI TCHIECPHOU
cdepsl CTalM JHHTBUCTHKA, KYIBTYPOJOTHS, a TakXkKe JIUTEpaTypoBeAeHHE. OJTa 00NacTh, XOTS M PaHO
TIOSIBIJIACH B 3apyOEKHOI HayKe, SIBISICTCSl ORHOI M3 Hamboiee METOIMYECKH Pa3BUTHIX B OTEUECTBEHHOM
nuTeparypoBefieHnd. [1o9ToMy MBI cuWTaeM, 4TO 3aTparMBaeéMasi TeMa HMEeT BBICOKYIO aKTyalbHOCTb
JUISL Ka3aXCKOW JINTEpaTypoBEeAYECKOH HaykdW. B mcciemoBaHMM HCHONB3YIOTCS TPAIHUIOHHBIC HaydYHBIC
OIMCcaTeNbHbIE ¥ CEMAHTHUECKHE, Ka9eCTBEHHBIE, CPABHUTEIIbHBIC, KJIaCCH(UKAIMOHHbIE METO/BI. | €HIepHBbIi
aHaJIM3 XyHOXXECTBEHHOTO TEKCTAa HE OIPAHHYMBACTCS PACCMOTPEHHEM OOpa3HOI CHCTEMBI M COIMAILHOTO
KOHTEKCTa MPOM3BEJCHUS. B MHPOBOM JIHTEpaTypOBEICHUH JOCTAaTOYHO CIOXKHBIX BOIIPOCOB, KOTOPHIE HE
pelIaanuch IpH PacCMOTPEHHN ee 00beKTa (peMHHI3MA M XyZO0XKECTBEHHBIX IIPOM3BEACHHUN U3 PyK MY>KUHH B
paMKax CIIOKMBILEHCS TeHIEPHON HarpaBIeHHOCTH. Celdac BeeTcsl CleNHalbHOE PACCMOTPEHHE CIIOXKHBIX
HayYHBIX BOIIPOCOB, CBSI3aHHBIX C T€HJICPHBIMU MpoOIeMaMHy B JINTEPaTyPOBEACHNH, U 3TO OUCHB aKTyallbHas
TeMa, KOTopast JOJDKHA OBITH M3ydeHa KOMILIEKCHO. PaccMOTpeHue Xyn0XKeCTBEHHON TUTePaTyphl B TEHICPHOM
acIIeKTe, OTPaKaeT yCTOSIBIIMECS B3MISIBI HAa MACKYIMHHBIE W (PEMHHUCTCKHE CTEPEOTHIIHI B OOIIECTBE U
YKa3bIBaeT Ha M3MCHEHHMS B 3TON 00JIACTH U OTKPBIBAET ITyTh K ()OPMHUPOBAHHUIO HOBBIX HICH.

Knrouesvie cnoea: rennepHas mpodiema, reHaepHas IMOJTHKA, JKCeHCKas TeMaTHKa, TeHAEPHBIH acIeKT,
JKEHCKasl [po3a.
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1. Introduction
Currently, the public is very interested in a thorough analysis of gender issues in
Kazakh literature. In both domestic and international literature, the terms “gender”,
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“gender poetics”, “gender problem”, “gender aspect”, “gender policy”, “gender equality”,
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“gender identification”, “gender orientation”, “gender studies”, “gender metaphor”, “and
“feminism” have evolved into a variety of concepts, including “writer”, “women’s prose”,
“the language of a woman’s work™ and “women’s texts”. Modern science makes extensive
use of the gender perspective, social and cultural analysis phenomena, and trends.

The purpose of the article is to explore the specifics of the gender research method
in Kazakh literary studies. Identification of topical issues of gender in modern literary
research. Thus, to assess the current state of gender studies in Kazakh literary studies and
their prospects, guided by the description of the main categories used in gender studies.
Differentiation of the search and interrelationships of the Humanities of Kazakhstan in the
consideration of gender issues as a holistic phenomenon.

Gender studies, as a new paradigm of humanitarian knowledge, for the first time brought
to the agenda the consideration of the nature and identity of women along with men and
became an integral part of public consciousness. Western and Russian scientists highlight
several stages related to the history of the development and formation of gender studies.

In the Euro-American scientific tradition, gender is reflected in the concept of a woman-
mother, in the theory of the gender scheme, gender is interpreted from the point of view of
an ideological system, a social institution, a system of interpersonal relations. In Russian
science, the word “genes” has been in use since the late 1980s. This subject originated with
the renowned Kazakh poet Abai and gained widespread recognition as “women’s equality”
at the turn of the century. And it is currently evolving into a new area that takes into account
the rights of both men and women equally and has come to be known as “gender”.

Today, the search for answers to the question of what point of view the issue of gender
should be considered in the national literature is one of the channel issues in Kazakh literary
studies. In this article, I will first review the research work on the problem of genes in the
literature. This topic is somewhat considered in the works of Russian literary scholars.
But, having become the subject of a special study, the work carried out in a monographic
complex was not completed. The results of the differentiation showed that in many cases
literary critics recognized gender analysis as a consideration of works written on the topic
of women'’s freedom. In the works written in the old era, a woman tried to reveal her fate,
her image from different sides.

Since its inception in the West, the concept of “gender” has opened up a wide field,
has been comprehensively systematized from a scientific point of view and has formed
a research channel with its own directions and methodologies. Specialists in the field of
humanities in Kazakhstan independently consider gender issues, based on the experience
of their Western colleagues. I will explain this in the main part of the article.
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2. Research methods and materials

2.1 Research methods

Currently, women'’s literature in civilized countries is growing rapidly, so the relevance
of the problem of “gender” in literary studies is also increasing. The gender picture of the
world, as well as a comprehensive study of the author’s consciousness and the gender
characteristics of the characters, become an unchangeable object of modern gender literary
criticism. The works of writers of world literature and Kazakh literature on the study of
gender issues were identified using methods of comparison with each other.

Having initially defined the meaning of the word “gender” as a term, stabilization
in scientific circles has gone through a somewhat difficult path. First, a special study
was conducted in which the concepts and concepts related to “sex” and “gender” were
analyzed. The term “sex” refers to categories that are biologically interpreted in relation
to the human body, representing feminine and masculine nature, while the term “gender”
refers to categories that describe social roles and behavior (i.e. parenting) in relation to a
woman and a man.

The study employed conventional scientific methods including descriptive and semantic
analysis, qualitative approaches, comparative techniques, and classification methods in
relation to the research topic.

2.2 Material description

In Russian science, gender is distributed by industry, comprehensively reviewed,
resulting in a dictionary of terms used in gender studies. In the dictionary of gender terms
published by the authors’ association, “gender” is defined as a social model that defines the
place and role of women and men in society and its institutions (family, political structure,
economy, culture and education, etc.) (Dictionary of gender terms, 2013: 7). In modern
Kazakh literary science, the activity in gender studies is not at a high level. In the world
of literary criticism, the samples of modern women’s prose from a gender point of view
are most fully studied. Based on this, the need to expand the gender aspect of the study of
Kazakh literature and develop comprehensive positions on the differentiation of the gender
problem in the prose of women writers is growing every day. What are the main reasons
why this issue is becoming the most relevant topic in Kazakh literature of the XX-XXI
centuries? In search of answers to these questions, we tried to identify the main areas of
research.

The Western Literary Encyclopedia of the XX century provides the following
explanation: ... the gender approach is often used in traditional areas of literary analysis, for
example, when studying the figurative system of a literary work”. (Western Literary studies
of the XX century: an encyclopedia, 2004: 96). Since gender originated and developed
in Western literature, influencing the literature of other countries, methods of analysis-
generalization, comparison, classification were used to understand its concept from world
studies. Regarding the term, we have understood that “gender” completely covers cultural
and social concepts of equality between men and women. It is in this context that gender
issues have become one of the most important topics of Russian literature of the 19th
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century. As a result, interest in the gender theme in Russian literature rose to a high level in
the twentieth century. In the mid-1990s, the word “gender” became widespread in literary
criticism in relation to women’s prose. The traditional scientific characterization of terms
in the theory of world literature has been developed.

The draft first response stems from the nature of the gender issue. The nature of genes
is more complex, it is studied in various aspects. It has been thoroughly studied in Kazakh
society in philosophy, psychology, economics, cinematography, linguistics, cultural studies
and sociology. In recent years, more and more attention has been paid to literary studies. As
arule, literary criticism focuses on the image of male and female characters, the peculiarities
of their behavior and the motives of their actions. Among writers, opinions regarding
women’s prose are also unambiguous. Such a variety of opinions is found both in Russian
literature and in the world. The traditional theme of literary works is the inner world of a
woman, as well as the image of a woman captured by male eyes. And the correlation of
gender issues with artistic reality in works, especially on the scale of the entire literary
process, cannot be widely covered. Gender aspects played a role in the evolution of 20th-
century Kazakh literature in relation to global developments. This has created significant
opportunities for contemporary creative expression and fresh ideas, contributing to the
emergence of a new style among Russian writers.

In any genre of Kazakh literature, the proportion of male authors is greater than that of
female authors. In Soviet times, the number of women writers did not grow. Many of them
limited themselves to writing memoirs about the Kazakh intelligentsia in Kazakh literature.
Male writers have expanded the poetic field by introducing a new theme about Kazakh women
into prose. For example, A.T.Baktybayeva contends in her research that exploring the theme
of relationships within modern families, occasionally from a humorous perspective, aids in
understanding the elements that contribute to the unique charm and popularity of women’s
prose (Baktybayeva, 2023:11). Another Kazakhstani scholars Zh. Sarsenbayeva and A.
Yakici studied the image of women in contemporary Kazakh prose and psychological aspects
of their portrayal. The scolars assert that the writings of female authors in niche genres reflect
social contradictions, human nature, the inner world, and the transformation of women. Their
works often explore the language of characters, narrative structures, inconsistencies between
thoughts and actions, character dialogue, and unique stylistic features in the depiction of
psychological phenomena (Sarsenbayeva, Yakici, 2021:9).

In the course of the research we found that there is little research on the female image in
Kazakh literature. The very fact that many classical works are named after women helps to
raise the status of gentle creatures. For example, a poem “Kalkaman and Mamyr”, which is
based on a historical event, and a poem celebrating the love of two young people is “Yenilik
and Kebek” by Sh. Qudaiberdyuly, a psychological novel “Akbilek” by Zh. Aimautov, a
novel “Botagoz” dedicated to the struggle of Kazakh workers for freedom and equality by
S. Mukanov, a novel “Ulpan”, based on the content of a historical chronicle, etc.

Much later than in foreign and Russian literature, Kazakh literature contains many works
telling about the life of a fragile girl. In the early XX century, Kazakh novels on the theme of
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women’s equality began to be published. Many Kazakh writers boldly, from different sides,
actively raised this topic. Among the works related to gender issues in Kazakh literature
we can point poems by Abai which dedicated to women’s freedom, “Unhappy Zhamal” by
M. Dulatov, which is a first novel in Kazakh literature written in the prose fiction style, a
psychological story “The sin of Sholpan” by M.Zhumabayev, a novel “Qamar Sulu” by S.
Toraighyrov, that depicts the tragedy of love between a young girl and a young man, as well
as the consequences of outdated social customs and traditions, in which women’s human
rights are violated in society, S. Kobeyev’s work “Kalyn mal” a novel that details the life
of a Kazakh village in the early 20th century, the changes that began to take place in it due
to the colonial regime, and the old customs and traditions that began to spread and liberate
the country from its power, B. Mailin’s first work in the prose genre is “The sign of Shuga”.
This novel deals with another issue in old Kazakh society: the inequality of women and the
freedom of love between young people who love each other. All the works which we gave
above appeared in the first twenty years of the XX century.

Consequently, the issue of women’s equality was the most relevant topic of this
time. Because the freedom and literacy of women, the good fate of the Kazakh girl, the
inequality of women were the most important problems of Kazakh society at that time.
Unfortunately, the topic, especially raised by fiction at that time, was under pressure from
Soviet ideology and became a closed topic. Almost all of the above-mentioned writers
were repressed and, together with their works, fell into a narrow bag. Until the last years
of the Soviet era, this issue was not opened. In the Kazakh literary science, even the terms
“gender” and “feminism” have not caught on. These words were characterized by concepts
such as “equality of women”, “general freedom of women”, also interpreted as a situation
describing the difficult life of Kazakh young women before the October Revolution and
from such a situation the Soviet authorities were praised. While the gender issue was a
complex topic common to human society as a whole, foreign literary trends in this area
were also excluded from scientific research.

Zh. Abdygapparova explains that the image of a woman in the Kazakh literature of
the twentieth century has received a new direction: “the emergence of a new time, the
formation of a civil, legal society was also promoted by Alash figures through artistic
works. While the female image in previous literary works was depicted as meek, fragile,
not exceeding the family hearth, after the “gender revolution committed by the figures of
Alash, these images entered a new look, female images became recognizable from a new
angle” (Abdygapparova, 2022: 75).

Therefore, in the Kazakh literary science, the conversation about gender, feminist
trends and their influence on literary development was not touched upon until present.
The problem of gender poetics becomes relevant only after gaining independence and free
interaction with the world community.

Now gender poetics is a branch of historical poetics, an actual subject of literary criticism.
The most important category in which gender poetics focuses is its personal characteristics,
which are transmitted through the subjective text and the image of the characters, which
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are narrated on behalf of the author. There is a big difference in the use of vocabulary by
a man and a woman. Therefore, in gender politics, when understanding a literary work,
it is necessary to carefully take into account the strategy and tactics of speech behavior
according to the gender of a person in general, the discourse of men and women. Gender
poetics is formed within the framework of traditional Poetics, which studies the Universal
properties of oral and artistic works and includes aspects of the creation, perception and
interpretation of the text. Women’s and men’s poetry and prose are formed in a genre system
that has its own unique style, as well as a gender dimension.

3. Discussion

It is difficult to say that modern Kazakh literary studies, like other humanities, is actively
interested in gender studies. Assessing the results achieved, in a number of cases domestic
literary scholars understand gender analysis as the analysis of works written by female authors
and telling about the fate of women in its various manifestations. Today we are witnessing
global changes, that is, changes in gender stereotypes and gender roles. Modern gender
studies today focus on the study of these processes and phenomena in literature (and science).
Scholars G. Ladzekpo, J. Attiye and S. Davi, who have studied gender roles and stereotypes in
contemporary literature consider that gender dynamics are portrayed and whether traditional
gender roles and stereotypes are reinforced or challenged (Ladzekpo et al, 2024: 28).

In the works of Gender stereotypes in Kazakh literature were researched by A.B.
Kaldybay and G.K. Abdigaliyeva. They consider that men and women are well aware of
their gender stereotypes and, when confronted with stereotypes, tend to report their beliefs
and exhibit stereotypical behavior (Kaldybay, Abdigaliyeva, 2023:279).

Ye. Adayeva noted that gender analysis of a text is not only a consideration of the
system of images and social context in a work, therefore, in Kazakh literary science it is
very important to consider literary issues within the framework of gender literary studies”
(Adayeva, 2022: 213).

In domestic literature presents works on the comprehensive study of the works of
women writers. One can name the works of A. A. Kenzhebayeva, who works fruitfully in
this field, published in different years. The author raised the gender issue from the article
to the monograph. For example, PhD thesis entitled “The meaning of the female image in
women’s prose” (Kenzhebaeva, 2000) is a great contribution to gender studies. Looking
at these research papers, one can see that Kazakh women did not stay away from the art of
writing in Kazakh literature.

The characters in the stories of young authors struggle with the problems occurring in
the society of their time. The fate of modern society is men’s addiction to alcohol, lack of
household, psychological stress, the plight of boys and girls orphaned by their parents at a
young age, cruelty in society, difficult life in single—parent families, non-compliance with
modern life requirements, the problem of moving from village to city, unemployment, paid
education, the cost of renting an apartment in a big city etc.

In the article by S.Yu. Vorobyova “Gender Policy” by a Female Author (using the
novels of L. Ulitskaya as an example), methodological principles for determining the
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gender component in the process of analyzing artistic texts are formulated. Using four
novels by L. Ulitskaya as an example, the dynamics of the discursive gender model of
the world and man are shown. Feminist consciousness has drawn attention to the methods
of representation in the text, to their dynamics in the process of searching for the ideal
character type of a female author , by vividly demonstrating the possibility of creating
“interpretative” forms of final and open dialogic discourse, combining them together, as
well as presenting the categories of masculinity and femininity, L. Ulitskaya confirms the
predominance of women’s writing, which is able not only to adequately express the idea of
femininity, but also to evaluate the idea of femininity (Vorobyova, 2016).

A proposal for another gender study in Russian literature can be seen in this work.
The authors present in the textbook possible options for the gender aspect of the study of
a literary work. The material of literary texts analyzes the gender picture of the world in
women’s literature of the XX-XXI centuries. The literary analysis of the gender aspect of a
work should be carried out, first of all, with the help of its own categorical and terminological
apparatus of literary science (Arzamazov, 2020: 8).

4. Results

The works describing the image of a woman, beauty, mind, qualities, nature in Kazakh
prose and poetry are reflected in the myths of oral literature, fairy tales, legends, lyrical
and epic poems. For example, “Kyz Zhibek”, “Aiman and Sholpan”, etc. Most researchers
say that in the life and worldview of nomads, women, like men, were very free, brave,
intelligent, skillful citizens who performed in groups and led battles.

During the Great Patriotic War, Kazakh writers portrayed women a lot. This is because
the woman and the small children who worked in the rear lived in front of their eyes. Such
examples can be seen in the memoirs of writers. From this it can be seen that the image of
a woman or a man in a work of art is described depending on the time in the work, that is,
on what historical event was described.

There are also differences in the portrayal of female characters by male and female
writers. In modern women’s prose, female authors also touch on new topics in the idea,
content and form of the work. Neither the female characters of old classic novels nor the
female characters of modern youth prose expect any help from men. They can withstand the
difficulties encountered in their fate, thanks to their intelligence, strength, consciousness,
endurance and heroism. It should be understood that although we know that a woman is a
gentle being, she wants to admit that she is just as much a living being as men.

The term “gender” began to be used in literary studies to understand the phenomenon
of “women’s writing”. At the end of the 20th century, the concepts of “text written by a
female author” and “female text” appeared. In this regard, different points of view have
arisen in literary studies. Some say that there is no neutral “female text” in literature, and
proponents of the second point of view say that there are significant differences between
female and male texts.

The works of O. P. Demidova, N.L. Pushkareva, S. R. Okhotnikova, K. Binswanger are
devoted to the study of the “female language” at the level of the text of literary works and
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the definition of the female literary tradition, the study of female images in literature and
the phenomenon of “female reading”.

Defining the writing characteristics peculiar to women writers is one of the main issues
of gender literature. We believe that there are significant differences in the texts of men
and women. Modern women’s prose and poetry are analyzed from a gender perspective,
but its methodological basis in literary studies has not yet been fully formed. In the
gender analysis of the text in Western science, there is a concept of “women’s writing”.
It is necessary to turn “women’s” texts into one of the main areas of research in Kazakh
literature. The consideration of gender issues through the study of the characteristic style of
women writers is in itself a separate area that requires systematic research.

In the voluminous article “reflection of gender stercotypes in Kazakh literature” by
Ye. Adayeva identifies the following main areas of gender research in literature:

- It involves weighing the changes, demands and desires in women’s existence in a
certain period, as well as the quality-truce that distinguishes men;

- Examines whether the image of a woman or a man in a work of art corresponds to the
stereotypes of masculinity (masculinus) and femininity (feminus) formed by society;

- Patriarchy in literary texts presupposes the exposure of cultural stereotype;

- To determine what important role the gender specificity of the author plays in depicting
the female image in the work and the reader in perceiving the female image;

- Defining the specifics of writing characteristic of women writers (Adaeva, 2022: 215).

The author of the article “Gender studies in modern Ukrainian literary studies” identifies

the following main areas of gender research in modern Ukrainian literary studies: *
a new reading of the works of male and female authors from a gender point of view;
“women’s literature” and the formation of related scientific terms: “women’s prose”,
“women’s poetry”, “women’s novel”; to determine the features of women’s poetry and
prose, to develop the concept of “women’s writing” based on the material of Ukrainian,
Russian, American, Asian, Slavic literature; theoretical understanding of the methodology
of gender studies, etc. (Baidalova, 2013: 227).

After independence, the number of women writers in prose increased. Despite the fact
that prose writing is inherent in humanity, there are differences in the unusual picture
of the world that occurs in the artistic work of a female author or a male writer, in the
special attitude of the author to the main character, in the special nature of the author’s
consciousness, in the style of writing. To determine the general interaction of the author’s
feeling and thought from the beginning to the end of the work, to show the features of the
transmission of methods of transformation by artistic means, such as metaphor.

Another aspect of the gender study of literature is the field of gender representation
of national identity. Each nation has its own peculiarities in creating a work. Its features
include the cultural characteristics of each nation, the history of the people, traditions and
customs, peculiarities of worldview, tastes related to beauty. In the artwork, we find a
national character regarding Kazakh characters, national colors describing the beauty and
tenderness inherent in the Kazakh woman.
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The article is aimed at considering gender issues in Kazakh literature, so I tried to give
a complete answer to questions about how well gender issues have been studied in literary
studies. The article reveals the history and general nature of gender issues in Kazakh
literature. The conclusions of the gender approach analyzed above can be used to revise
well-known literary texts in Russian literature and form a new point of view.

5. Conclusion

This study briefly analyzes the emergence of aspects of gender issues in Kazakh
literature. When considering gender issues in prose works, the opinions of foreign and
domestic scientists are used. There are many unresolved issues in considering gender
orientation, its object of feminism, and fiction written in literature by men.

Male writers are also interested in the topic of women and attitudes towards women.
We believe that distinguishing between women’s and men’s literature, defining a special
style of women’s and men’s prose, the genre of prose, the emotions and feelings of the
characters, the time of writing, the history of creation, the place of the work in national
and world literature is one of the most promising and priority areas of modern literature.
Gender studies make it possible to recognize cultural structures in traditional literary works,
analyze them from the point of view of ideas about the concepts of “male text” and “female
writing” and find forms reflecting the signs of female experience. Gender studies contribute
to the formation of a new approach to literary works. In the first decade of the new century,
“women’s literature”, its poetics, stylistics, theoretical and historical-literary phenomenon
should be comprehensively considered within this problematic field.

All the information they receive about the world, and all the information they transmit
to the world about people, writers create in the form of short stories, that is, in the form
of concrete prose with semantic integrity and a certain plot coherence. In our opinion, the
gender analysis of the text is not limited to considering only the visual system of the work
and the social context.

Men and women are biologically, psychologically and culturally different by nature.
There are two differences, namely men and women. Masculinity and femininity are a natural
difference between men and women physically and biologically, where men are stronger
than women and women are weaker than men. In societies around the world, men are often
considered superior to others. And there are “second-sex” names applied to women. In
everyday life, the word “gender” often refers to perceived and natural differences between
men and women. In literary studies, the term refers more specifically to how people define
themselves and how they are judged by others based on their gender.

Ideas about gender have historically influenced the production, distribution, consumption
and popularization of literature. Women’s works came from different genres of the
great literature of the world. In world literature, gender studies have made a significant
contribution in terms of the analysis and development of works in this field.

The methodological tools used to study gender studies in literature are insufficient to
evaluate women’s creativity. Women have their own algorithm, for example, as general
concepts, themes, plots, perspectives, language, etc. and they should be judged by their
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own criteria, it is necessary to pay attention to women’s writing and perceive women’s
works simultaneously as their historical and social product. Therefore, gender aspects in
literature should reflect the abundance of female identity.

The study of the characteristic features of writing of prominent female representatives
of modern Kazakh literature requires systematic study. Considering gender studies in our
national literature, its development is among the main tasks of modern literary science.
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