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THE STUDY OF PLACE NAMES IN THE KARAKALPAK 
HEROIC EPOS “YER ZIYUAR”

Annotation. The toponyms of the Karakalpak epos “Yer Ziyuar” demonstrate the national and cultural 
originality of the conceptions of space in this article. The study was based on the dastan “Yer Ziyuar”, a variety 
from the repertory of Kurbanbay zhyrau that was featured in volumes 24-47 of a 100-volume scholarly edition 
released by publishing house in Nukus city. The importance of studying toponyms in heroic epos through the 
definition of their semantics and etymology, which allows revealing linguistic and cultural distinctiveness of 
Karakalpak language, determines the study’s relevance. The linguistic and cultural aspect is considered the 
toponymic vocabulary and reveals the features of toponyms functioning in the epic text. 

Color designations and numbers are determined to be one of the components in the composition of com-
plicated toponyms using the structural-semantic analysis method. There was also a study of toponyms and 
their variations (oronyms, hydronyms, and macrotoponyms), which are used in the design of the dastan plot. 
Toponyms are not only the name of geographical objects, but also contain in their semantics vivid cultural and 
historical information. Toponyms that functioned as precedent units were discovered among the toponyms in 
the epic text.  In Karakalpak linguistics, and particularly in Karakalpak folklore, such prior units represent 
linguocultural and linguocognitive features. In a folklore book, toponyms define the life space of the major 
characters and identify the most significant or memorable geographical items for the narrators. As a result, 
we can observe that there are true toponyms of Samarkand, Bukhara, Tashkent, Kokand, and Turkestan in the 
heroic epos “Yer Ziyuar”, which could have appeared in the epos and been fixed in its text at a later stage. The 
names of these cities, on the other hand, have been recorded in history since very ancient times, although their 
inclusion in the epic “Yer Ziyuar” could have been considerably later. Nonetheless, the dastan “Yer Ziyuar” 
mirrors the dynamism of real-world topography.

Thus, toponyms in the dastan “Yer Ziyuar” serve as a point of reference not only in time, but also in the 
Karakalpak people’s communicative space, as well as a means of conveying historical and cultural occur-
rences. As a result, the most essential work of current onomastics is to research epic toponyms, their genesis, 
and derivation.

Key words: Yer Ziyuar, dastan, folklore, precedent, toponym, heroic epic, narrator.

Introduction. For centuries, the richest and most diverse Karakalpak folklore has flour-
ished. Amazing songs, fairy stories, wise proverbs and sayings, cunning riddles, and many 
other genres of oral folklore were produced and evolved. Epic poetry (dastans) are, how-
ever, the most evolved of these forms.

More than 50 dastans in the treasure of Karakalpak epic heritage narrate heroic events 
and actions created by the people on a historical and legendary basis. The fundamental dif-
ference between it and fairy tales and legends is that it glorifies valor and not only sets an 
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example for others, but also reflects historical truth. “One of the distinguishing qualities of 
Karakalpak epos is realism”, writes Karakalpak scholar I. T. Sagitov (Sagitov, 1963: 72).

The most of the Karakalpak epic poetry were just discovered in the twentieth century. 
A number of good papers and monographs by Karakalpak experts such as K. Ayimbetov,                                                                
N. Zhapakov, K. Zharimbetov, S. Kamalov, S. Bakhadyrova, K. Mambetnazarov,                                                                                                                 
A. Shamuratov, and others have aided scientific research.

T. Konyratbayev, a Kazakh academic, notes that the “... epos is born on the wave of 
ethnic processes and comprises only significant events that have remained in the people’s 
awareness. However, the events depicted in them were limited to phenomena that arose 
within the context of ethnic awareness” (Konratbayev, 2000: 196). Its key feature is top-
onyms, which are commonly used in eposes.

In terms of linguistic patterns, each toponym’s ethno-cultural basis is deeply rooted in 
antiquity, both cognitively and folklorically (Mamysheva, 2020: 24–31). In terms of this 
definition, the toponyms we studied convey a complete picture in the depiction of folk art 
events, comprising Turkic peoples’ culture, nomadic life’s tradition, poetics, aesthetic val-
ues, and national traits.

Despite the extant publications, no works in Karakalpak linguistics have been dedicated 
to the study of toponyms in heroic epics.

The source for the study is a classic sample of Karakalpak epos, the dastan “Yer Ziyuar”, 
which has not been studied from the position of linguistic and cultural studies. The scien-
tific novelty of this paper is that for the first time an attempt to study toponyms in Karakal-
pak folklore is made, allowing the conclusions about the national and cultural originality 
of the ideas about space, which can be transformed by toponymic data. From the folklore 
text the material for this work is a variant from the repertoire of Kurbanbay zhyrau (nar-
rator), which was published in 1958, 1981, 2011. The aim of this work is to determine the 
linguistic and cultural features of toponyms, which preserve the originality of the national 
mentality of the Karakalpak people and their culture.

Research methods. The epos “Yer Ziyuar” is remarkable for its ideological and aesthetic 
perfection and richness of visual means. Unfortunately, this dastan was studied at the level of 
small scientific articles. At the early stage of studying dastan such folklorists as K. Maksetov, 
K. Ayimbetov, I. Sagitov and N. Davkarayev set forth their observations on its plot, genre and 
ideological thematic features. A. Zharimbetov studied its artistic features, namely the features 
of its use of such types of tropes as epithets, comparisons and hyperbole.

The dastan “Yer Ziyuar” that we study was recorded by S. Beknazarov and G. Yesemu-
ratov from narrator Kurbanbai three times: in 1941, 1953 and 1958. Now all four versions 
of this dastan are kept in the manuscript collection of the Fundamental Library of Academy 
of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan (P-140, No. 86076, 71). The first edition was 
published on the basis of this manuscript under the direction of G. Yessemuratov in 1958. 
Later the dastan was included into the IX volume of “Karakalpak folklore” prepared by K. 
Maksetov, G.Yessemuratov and A. Kojikbayev. When preparing the epos for this edition, 
some texts with religious content, which were deleted in previous editions as contradicting 
the requirements of that epoch, were restored, and poetic lines which were changed in order 
to preserve creative skill of a narrator were returned to the manuscript.
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In order to investigate the content side, the method of component analysis was used. 
Distributive method was used to study the context of the use of toponyms in the folklore 
text. The comparative method was applied to describe the toponyms in other dastans from 
the point of view of identifying both differences and universals in them.

Results and discussion. Toponyms in folklore texts are not only guides in time and 
space, but also keepers and repeaters of the most significant ethno-cultural information, 
which are subject to the specifics of folk thinking and the laws of the genre, within the 
boundaries of which toponyms function.

Toponyms in the Karakalpak language belong to ancient layers of vocabulary and re-
flect the geographical and biological features of Karakalpakstan, the rich history, the mate-
rial and spiritual culture of the Karakalpak people, and the lexical features of the language.

In the epic “Er Ziyuar”, events occur in Khorezm, which in the 13th - 14th centuries 
was part of the Golden Horde, and then it was a part of the Nogay Horde. This epic can 
be considered that originally appeared in the period of the Nogay Horde in the XV-XVI 
centuries. As at that time the ancestors of present-day Karakalpaks were ethnically called 
Nogaiyly (Nogai people), the main hero of the epos “Yer Ziyuar”, of Nogai origin, fights 
for the independence of his country against Kalmyks, who are referred to in the scientific 
literature as Dzungars. Thus, the macro toponym Khorezm appears 72 times in the dastan 
“Yer Ziyuar” from the beginning to the end. The epic text begins with the following lines:

A’ıemgi zaman u’aqytynda,
Nog’ain’ azlyq shag’ynda,
Dın musylman,
Dın Horezm elınde,
Aqjurim degen qalada,
Ha’sen degen han bar edı.
In the distant past. In the days of the Nogai minority. Under the religion of Muslims. In 

the vast land of Khorezm. In the city of Akzhurim. Ruled by Khan Hasen. (Authors’ line-
by-line translation).

Khorezm is first mentioned in the holy book of Zoroastrianism, Avesta. Scholars defined 
the lexical meaning of the word Khorezm as “the sunny land”. Arabic sources referred to 
Khorezm as “a country of a thousand fortresses” during the conquest of Khorezm (Tolstov, 
1948). Thousands of caravans passed through Khorezm. And Khorezm occupied most of 
the territory of Karakalpakstan, and, therefore, this toponym is often found in the folk-
lore texts of Karakalpaks, especially in the heroic epics, such as “Yer Saiym”, “Amanbai 
Batyr”, etc.

In the epic the name Akzhurim is described as the capital of Khorezm, where the main 
hero of the dastan was born. There is no information about the etymology of this toponym 
in the scientific literature. Therefore, the astionim Akzhurim, which is sung by narrators to 
concretely convey a historical event, requires careful research.

Dastan “Yer Ziyuar”, compared to legends and fairy tales, is more realistic, closer to 
life, and more clearly reflects the history of the Karakalpak people. The names of geo-
graphical sites mentioned in the excerpts have been preserved to this day. This suggests that 
the events referred to in the Karakalpak dastan to a large extent are echoes of real historical 
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events that took place in the distant past of the Central Asian peoples (Allambergenova, 
2019: 531).

The oronimic vocabulary of the dastan, associated with spatial objects, is expressively 
sung by the narrator. Mountains are considered to be a spatial element, which is often found 
in heroic epics. In the lines we are considering, there are mountain names with an appella-
tive of color as part of the toponyms:

On bır ku’n tamam bolg’anda,
Aqsha taudyn’ basynda,
Ko’ken taudyn’ qasynda,
Qyryq bulaq degen bar edı. 
When the eleventh day was over. On top of the Aksha Tau. Near the Koken Tau moun-

tain. There is a spring Kyryk Bulaq (Qyryq). (Authors’ line-by-line translation). In ancient 
times, people defined the boundaries of the world with the silhouettes of mountains. And 
what lay on top, behind or near them was unknown and of interest. For the inhabitants of 
the boundless steppes, mountains were an unexplained and unexplored world. The cloud-
shrouded mountain tops inspired a special feeling (Bayat, 2016: 434-437).

The hero’s journey was determined by the purpose of the journey - to perform a heroic 
deed for the sake of family and clan happiness and return home. It should be noted that 
Yer Ziyuar’s journey through cities and countries in search of his beloved was an indefinite 
duration, where the landmark of the journey is shown colorfully and visibly. 

Sacred mountains and springs nearby are peculiar to the heroic epics of Turkic peoples. 
In the texts of heroic epic the elements of mountain and water are not only a way of orienta-
tion in space, but also serve as a barrier on the way of the hero. In the dastan “Yer Ziyuar” 
the epic hero encounters mountains and spring on his way, which give him new strength 
and confidence to continue his journey and reach the goal. Consider the following lines 
from the dastan:

Ko’ken taudın’ basynda, 
Qyryq bulaq degen bar edı,
Qyryq bulaqtyn’ qasynda,
Keletyg’n derbetke,
Tog’yz joly bar edı.
Near the Koken Tau mountain. There is a spring called Kyryk Bulaq (Qyryq). Near the 

spring of Kyryk Bulak. There were nine roads. Leading to the crossroads. (Authors’ line-
by-line translation). 

Jetip keldi Er Zıiu’ar,
Qyryq bulaqtyn’ qasyna,
Ha’r jurtlarg’a tarag’an,
Tog’yz derbenttyn’ qasyna.
Here comes Yer Ziyuar. To the spring of Kyryk Bulaq. To the road leading to different 

countries. To the crossroads of nine roads. (Authors’ line-by-line translation).
There is no description of the hydrological site in the epic text. The number qyryq 

(forty) in the topography indicates the size of the site or the abundance of water in it. Is it 
possible to count a thousand springs in the area of Myngbulak and birds in the valley of 
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the Tien Shan Mountains – Myngkush or a thousand migrating wild goats in the Myngteke 
Mountains? In this case, the quantitative indicators inherent in the toponyms are not justi-
fied by the geographical realities.

The place names with numerical components in their composition are very rare in Kara-
kalpak folklore texts. Along with the toponyms from “Yer Ziyuar” dastan, we have also 
studied the names of geographical objects from other eposes: “Yedige”, “Kyryk Kyz”, 
“Alpamys” and others. As we noticed, the numerals ush (three), to’rt (four), bes (five) and 
qyryq (forty) often occur as part of the complex toponyms. The emergence of numbers in 
the composition of toponyms is due to the fact that people, given their size and number, 
paid attention to the fact that the natural features of geographical objects are in some way 
identical. The Uzbek scientist Z. Dusimov asserts that the numerals in toponyms go beyond 
their meaning, they mean less or more. For instance, he writes that the numbers ush (three) 
and bes (five) are close to the meaning of little, while juz (hundred), myn’ (thousand) mean 
a large number (Dussimov, 2002: 65-66). The following names of geographical objects oc-
cur in the text we are considering:

Mal semızın soidyryp,
To’rtku’llep oshaq oı’dyryp,
Qaı’ta bır qazan qoı’dyryp.
Slaughtered the fat cattle. Having set up the Tortkul tagan. The cauldron was boiled 

anew. (Authors’ line-by-line translation).
The number төрт [tort] (four) in the toponym indicates the number of the natural object. 

Tortkul means a quadrangle in plan oriented with its corners facing to the cardinal points 
(sides of the world). The Kazakh linguist B. Biyarov states that the word “to’rtkul” belongs 
to the Turkic languages and is used to mean “having four corners” (Biyarov, 2013: 353). 

The toponym Tortkul can also be found in one of the most remarkable artistic examples 
of the Karakalpak people, a historical, ethnographic and folklore monument – the heroic 
epos “Kyryk Kyz”. 

A particularly controversial point, from our point of view, is the analysis of the meaning 
of the numeral bes (five). E. M. Murzayev argues that in most cases quantitative toponyms 
indicate an order of magnitude: “great multitude”, “abundance”, “several”.  Respected sci-
entists-toponymists S. Atanyazov, O. Molchanova, K. Konkabaev and Z. Mukhamedova in 
their works marked that toponyms with the component бес also mean “many”, “plenty”, 
“handful” (Tolybaev, 2020: 129-132). In this case, we believe that the numeral бес deter-
mines the quantity of an object. This is explained as follows:

Ko’kshe taudın’ qublasynda Besmazar, 
Bul mazarda bız o’ltyrgen bes er bar.
In the south of Kokshe Tau there is Besmazar. In this grave rest the five brave men killed 

by us.  (Authors’ line-by-line translation). The word mazar from Arabic means “grave”, 
“cemetery”, and this term is often used in the names of tracts. The numeral бес as a part of 
toponyms is also found in the heroic epics “Yer-Kossay” and “Yedige”.

There are many doubts about the genesis of the hydronym Kanlyozek. Some researchers 
believe that the name is associated with the generic tribe Kanly, and others with the ancient 
ethnonym Kangar (Mambetov, 1995).
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Geu’ırlerdyn’ jurtynda, 
Qanlyo’zek bar eken, 
Qany menen nog’aı’dyn’, 
Tolyp aqqan saı’ eken, 
Qan sasyg’an jer eken. 
In the land of the infidels. There is a place called Kanlyozek (Qanlyo’zek). By the blood 

of the Nogai. An overflowing ravine. A place reeking of blood. (Authors’ line-by-line trans-
lation).

Having studied the presence of the hydronym Kanlyozek among the toponyms of the 
heroic epics “Yer-Kosay”, “Khazhy-Gerey”, “Otesh Batyr”, “Aydos Biy”, we concluded 
that the main function of these toponyms was to designate a geographical object. Let us 
consider the following lines from the above-mentioned eposes:

Batyr tuu’g’an Er Ko’kshe,
Tulparyna mınedı,
Qanlyo’zekke jo’nedı,
Ku’n batardyn’ aldynda,
Suu’g’arsa atyn bulaqtan. 
(Dastan “Yer-Kosay”. Kurbanbay zhyrau’s variant).
The sire of the batyr –Yer Kokshe. Saddles his horse. And sets off for Kanlyozek. Be-

fore sunset. He feeds the horse from the spring. (Authors’ line-by-line translation).
Jut batyr qashyp barady,
Qanlyo’zektyn’ boı’ynda.
(Dastan “Khazhy-Gerey”. Kurbanbay zhyrau’s variant).
The exhausted batyr runs away. Along the river Kanlyozek. (Authors’ line-by-line trans-

lation). 
Usk kun atlar shabysyp,
Qanlyko’l degen jerlerge,
Qyryq bala taı’yn boldy.
(Dastan “Aydos Biy”. Kiyas zhyrau’s variant).
For three days the horses have been galloping. Up to the locality of Kanlykol (Qanlyko’l). 

Forty lads were trained. (Authors’ line-by-line translation).
In all the above extracts from other dastans of Karakalpak folklore, the lexeme kanly 

is found in the names of water bodies. Е. Koichubayev points out that the toponym kan 
means bush, the ending -ly in Karakalpak language indicates the presence or abundance of 
something. The literal translation is “abounding with kan”. However, E. Murzayev believes 
that the suffix kan is found in the names of hydronyms and means river (Murzayev, 1996). 
Т. Zhanuzak argues that one should not match the topoformant kan as part of toponyms in 
its direct meaning as blood. Since, the base kan (qan) in Uzbek and Tajik means “old river 
channel”, “branch”, “chanal”, and in the Iranian language khane means “spring”, khany 
– “source” (Zhanuzak, 2007). Probably, as a result of phonetic absorption khan turned into 
kan or vice versa.

According to B. Biyarov: “The similarity of the lexeme kan with the color red some-
times gives the impression that the word kan is used instead of the adjective red” (Biyarov, 
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2013). We do not deny the variant that geo-objects divided into several branches similar 
to blood vessels may be called thus. In this way, the events that took place on the banks of 
these water bodies play an important role in the life of the people, being a kind of boundary 
between ethnic groups, the past and the present.

The dastan “Yer Ziyuar” also contains precedent toponyms, which are used as specific 
geographical objects necessary to describe an important event, by pointing to the toponyms. 
In the story of the dastan, the protagonist travels to the realm of the fairy in search of his 
beloved. With the help of a significant religious element, i.e. through the protagonist’s ap-
peal to the Almighty, the place and role of religion in the spiritual culture of the Karakalpak 
people can be explained. Next, consider the “special” toponyms in the following lines:

Ya yaratqan, yaratqan,
Qarg’ag’an benden’menbedım?
Tuu’g’an jerı jıgıttın’,
Ma’dıne, Mekke, Mysyrdyn’,
Aidag’an kunı nesıbe.
“Oh, Creator. Am I whom you have cursed? From the homeland of the jigit. To Madi-

nah, Mecca, Egypt. Fate has brought him here”. (Authors’ line-by-line translation). 
Atyna jaqyn barady,
Ag’yp jatqan bulaqtan,
Suu’g’arady tulpardy,
Za’m-za’m suu’yna qandyryp.
Approaching the horse. From a flowing spring. To water the horse. To saturate the horse 

with water. (Authors’ line-by-line translation). 
The astionym Madinah means “city” in Arabic. The name Mecca (old name Makarab) 

in Arabic means “sacred place”, which is authentic. Mysyr is the Arabic name of Egypt 
(Rakhmatullayev, 2003). All the above toponyms often occur in Karakalpak folklore texts, 
for example: “Alpamys Batyr, “Maspatsha”, “Yusup and Akhmet”, etc.

Conclusion. The events described in the dastan “Yer Ziyuar” are deeply historical, but 
the plot and motif of the dastan belong to a mythological chronotype. Through the journey 
and exploits of Yer Ziyuar, listeners are introduced to the vast expanse of the Eurasian 
steppe and the cities along the Great Silk Road. His journeys pass through the most impor-
tant and sacred places of habitation of the Turkic peoples. The narrator manages to show 
the maximum number of toponyms.

The study leads us to the conclusion that place names in the Karakalpak heroic epos “Yer 
Ziyuar” are the main landmarks in time and space. In order to make the events taking place in 
the dastan more authentic, the narrator uses the names of real geographical objects, which still 
exist today. However, we found toponyms, the genesis of which is not known and requires ad-
ditional research. It should be noted that most often the first component in the composition of 
the complex toponyms in dastan are used numerals and adjectives, especially coloured ones. 

Thus, toponyms in folklore are the means to transmit historical and cultural heritage of 
the people. And, in general, given the importance of toponyms functioning in oral folklore, 
it is necessary to investigate the cause of geographical names in folklore texts, which re-
quire further research in the future.
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Қарақалпақтың «Ер Зийуар» эпосындағы топонимдерді зерттеу

Түйіндеме. Мақалада қарақалпақтың «Ер Зийуар» эпосында кездесетін топонимдердің кеңістік 
туралы ұлттық-мәдени ерекшелігі зерттеледі. Жұмыстың зерттеу көзі ретінде Нүкіс қаласындағы 
«Қарақалпақстан» баспасынан жарық көрген 100 томдық академиялық басылымның 24-47-томдарына 
енген «Ер Зийуар» дастанының Құрбанбай жыраудың репертуарынан алынған нұсқасы пайдаланылған. 
Батырлық эпостағы топонимдердің семантикасы мен этимологиясын анықтау қарақалпақ тілінің 
лингвомәдени ерекшелігін ашып көрсетуде өзекті болып табылады. Мақалада топонимдік лексика 
лингвомәдени қырынан қарастырылып, эпикалық мәтіндегі топонимдердің қызметі айқындалады. 

Құрылымдық-семантикалық талдау әдісі бойынша күрделі топонимдердің құрамында түс атаула-
ры мен сан есімдердің көптеп кездесетіндігі анықталды. Сонымен қатар дастанның сюжетін құруда 
кездесетін топонимдердің түрлеріне (ороним, гидроним, макротопоним) талдау жасалды. Топонимдер 
географиялық нысандардың объектісі болып қана қоймай, олар өзінің семантикасында маңызды тарихи-
мәдени ақпаратты жасырады. Эпикалық мәтінде кездесетін топонимдердің арасында прецедентті бірлік 
ретінде қызмет етіп тұрғандары да бар. Мұндай прецедентті бірліктер қарақалпақ тіл білімінде, оның 
ішінде, қарақалпақ фольклорында, лингвомәдени және лингвокогнитивті қасиеттерді бейнелейді. 

Қарақалпақ тіліндегі топонимдер лексиканың көне пластына жатады және Қарақалпақстанның 
географиялық ерекшелігін, қарақалпақ халқының материалдық және рухани мәдениетін, сонымен қатар 
тілдің лексикалық өзгешелігін көрсетеді. Фольклорлық мәтінде топонимдер арқылы бас кейіпкерлердің 
өмірлік кеңістігі дамиды және жыршы үшін маңызды немесе белгілі бір оқиғамен байланысты естерін-
де қалған географиялық нысандар таңбаланады. «Ер Зийуар» дастанында баяндалатын оқиғаның та-
рихы тереңде, дастанның сюжеті мен мотивінің мифологиялық хронотипке де қатыстылығы бар. Ал 
кейбір нақты оқиғаларды сипаттауда жыршы қазіргі кезде бар нақты географиялық нысандардың атау-
ларын қолданады. 

Осылайша, «Ер Зийуар» дастанындағы топонимдер уақыт кеңістігін ғана көрсетіп қоймай, қара-
қалпақ халқының қарым-қатынас кеңістігін де бейнелейді және тарихи-мәдени құбылыстарды беру 
тәсілі болып табылады. Сондықтан эпикалық топонимдерді, олардың генезисін, этимологиясын зерттеу 
қазіргі ономастиканың маңызды міндеті болып есептеледі. 
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Изучение топонимов в каракалпакском героическом эпосе «Ер Зийуар»

Аннотация. В данной статье рассматривается национально-культурное своеобразие представлений о 
пространстве, которые отражены в топонимах каракалпакского эпоса «Ер Зийуар». Источником для иссле-
дования выступил дастан «Ер Зийуар», вариант из репертуара Курбанбай жырау, который был включен в 
24-47 тома из серии 100-томного академического издания, выпущеного издательством «Каракалпакстан» 
в городе Нукус. Актуальность исследования определяется важностью изучения топонимов в героическом 
эпосе через определения их семантики и этимологии, которая позволяет раскрыть лингвокультурную спе-
цифику каракалпакского языка. В лингвокультурологическом аспекте рассматривается топонимическая 
лексика и раскрываются особенности функционирования топонимов в эпическом тексте. 
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Методом структурно-семантического анализа было установлено, что в составе сложных топони-
мов, в качестве одного из компонентов выступают цветообозначения и числительные. Так же проведен 
анализ топонимов и их разновидностей (оронимы, гидронимы и макротопонимы), которые участвуют в 
построении сюжета дастана. Топонимы представляют  собой не только название географических объек-
тов, но и содержат в своей семантике яркую культурно-историческую информацию. Среди топонимов, 
имеющихся в эпическом тексте, были обнаружены топонимы, которые выступали в качестве прецедент-
ных единиц.  Такие прецедентные единицы, в каракалпакском языкознании и прежде всего, в каракал-
пакском фольклоре отражают лингвокультурологические и лингвокогнитивные свойства. 

Топонимы в каракалпакском языке принадлежат к древним пластам лексики и отражают географи-
ческие особенности Каракалпакстана, богатую историю, материальную и духовную культуру каракал-
пакского народа, а также лексические особенности языка. Через топонимы в фольклорном тексте раз-
вивается жизненное пространство главных персонажей и маркируются самые значимые для сказителей 
или чем-либо запомнившиеся им географичесие объекты. События, описываемые в дастане Ер Зийуар 
глубоко историчны, однако сюжет и мотив дастана причастны к мифологическому хронотипу. Для более 
достоверности событий, происходящих в дастане, сказитель использует названия реальных географиче-
ских объектов, которые существуют и в настоящее время.

Таким образом, топонимы в дастане «Ер Зийуар» являются ориентиром не только во времени, но и 
в коммуникативном пространстве каракалпакского народа и способом передачи историко-культурных 
явлений. Поэтому изучение подобных эпических топонимов, их генезис, этимология являются важней-
шей задачей современной ономастики.

Ключевые слова: Ер Зийуар, дастан, фольклор, прецедент, топоним, героический эпос, сказитель.
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