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THE RELIGIOUS IMAGE OF ABAI IN THE EPIC NOVEL BY 
M. AUEZOV “THE WAY OF ABAI”

Abstract. In the proposed article, the religious image of Abai in the writer Mukhtar Auezov’s novel-epopee 
“Abai’s way” is considered. Special attention is paid to the examples of actions, usage of words, relations with 
other people of the religious figures of the society. Those examples are selected especially in lateral connection 
with the life and perspective of the protagonist Abay Kunanbayev. The artist skillfully and rationally uses the 
various themes in the structure of the work and the social issues raised in it, the wide range of literary and 
theoretical opportunities in the portrayal of the protagonist. In this case, the authors of the article are based 
on the author’s thoughts on his writing skills and experience, as well as the opinion of the writers who wrote 
about him. The authors of the article mention not only the image of religious people, mullahs and believers, old 
men, but also the worldviews of each religiously literate character in the work. They also highly value all those 
religious thoughts depicted by M. Auezov in the novel. The article also shows the great knowledge and special 
depth of Arabic-Muslim literacy of the author M. Auezov.

Literature itself plays a great deal of role depicting a certain society in order to save the values for the next 
generations to come. In the book Abai’s Way, M. Auezov successfully draws attention to Abai’s perspective on 
Islam and Islamic practices. He portrays Abai depicting the general perspective of Kazakh on Islam. 

Keywords: Allah, faith, worship, prayer, Fatiha, Koran khatim, Abai, Islam.

Introduction. M. Auezov’s novel-epopee “the Way of Abai” is a work of art dedicated to 
the life and growth of a historical figure, the spirit of the times in which he lived. This is the first 
written work about Abai, a historical figure who has a special place in the intellectual and spiri-
tual world of the Kazakh people. This work was on line of competition with the great works of 
“Peter the Great” by A.N. Tolstoy, a great Russian writer and “Nauai” by prominent Uzbek writ-
er Aibek (Musa Tashmukhamedov) and others. It belonged to the category  of historical works 
that compete with works of art. The goals are the same – these three characters are depicted in 
close connection with the fate of historical art images, ways of growth, and the environment 
in which the people grew up. From the advanced novel “Abai’s way” in Kazakh literature, the 
reader will undoubtedly recognize the signs of the formation of the traditional novel genre in 
world literature. This can be seen in the variety of topics chosen by the author, the social issues 
raised in it, the skillful use of a wide range of literary and theoretical opportunities in the por-
trayal of the protagonist, and the peculiarities of the writer’s image. Apart from Kazakh litera-
ture, this great work has had a great impact on the literature of neighboring countries. The fact 
that the highest awards of the Soviet Union – the Lenin Prize (1959) and the State Prize of the 
USSR (formerly Stalin) (1949) were awarded to this work at the same time, confirms the above.
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The writer M. Auezov depicted the life of the Kazakh people in the second half of the 
XIX century for more than fifty years on the basis of the image of Abai, the main character 
of the epic novel “The Way of Abai”. The novel depicts a variety of events and images. 
Their social backgrounds are also different. One of them is the artistic and convincing im-
ages of the representatives of Islam in the work.

Materials and methods. The field of Auezov studies began to develop in the thirties of 
the last century. Since then, there have been many scholars and literary critics who have paid 
attention to the work of the writer, identified his artistic potential and praised his artistic abil-
ities. Even then Zh. Aimauitov, D. Iskakov, S. Saduakasov, М. Karatayevich, G. Tugzhanov 
in the print criticized the Auezov’s works and was able to arouse the interest of the public. 
Over time, the field of Auezov studies has extremely expanded, and a lot of research was 
conducted on the basis of literary theory, the history of literature. In particular, fundamental 
scientific analysis of the author’s famous novel-epopee was made, the reality of the epoch 
and the artistic reality of the novel, and the image of the characters were analyzed in detail.

For example, a bulk of research on Auezov’s novel “The Way of Abai” reveals the im-
age of Abai as a herald of the new age, the founder of Kazakh written literature, not only 
a representative of Kazakh literature but also a man of the people in the midst of political 
events of his time. Depending on the works of researchers, the author wrote this large-scale 
epic novel on the basis of scientific research of the XIX century, focusing on the personal 
work of the poet (McGuire, 2018). It should be noted that many works on Auezov and his 
novel “The Way of Abai” were published, and many opinions were expressed about the re-
ligious beliefs and principles of Abai, in these research materials there is reason to believe 
that Auezov’s religious views are rarely studied. However, the religious knowledge of the 
writer, who sought to reveal the many facets of Abai’s personality, including the creation 
of a religious image, can be seen on every page of the novel. According to the scholar who 
studied Auezov’s religious views and the issue of religion in his works, at the heart of every 
humanistic idea in the novel-epic is the writer’s religious views (Smanov, 2012).

In order to reveal the religious image of Abai in the epic novel “The Way of Abai” by Mukhtar 
Auezov, philological, hermeneutic methods, linguistic and comparative analysis are used.

The results of the study. The article comprehensively analyzes the religious image of 
Abai in the epic novel “The Way of Abai”, his knowledge of the Muslim conditions, his 
views on the religious environment, the personalities and factors that influenced the discov-
ery of religious literacy. There was a difference between Abai, who was the first to read and 
write, and Abai, who grew up and matured. From the first chapter of the novel “Return” to 
the end of the novel, Abai’s address to the Islamic Sharia, the image of a Muslim child, is 
listed and studied.

Discussion. The Russian writer we mentioned above, A.N. Tolstoy’s novel “Peter the Great” 
describes the Russian society of the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, the political 
and social situation at that time, as well as the country’s external relations and religious beliefs 
in the country (Tolstoy, 1950). Similarly, the Uzbek writer  Aibek’s (Musa Tashmukhamedov’s) 
novel about the life of Alisher Nauai, a famous oriental poet who praised the Prophet Muham-
mad (peace be upon him), describes the religious situation at that time (Aibek, 1949).

Abai’s religious views, which are deeply rooted in Navoi’s work, are clearly reflected in 
the novel “The Way of Abai”. From the very first chapters of the novel, it is clear that Abai, 
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who was educated in a religious school, was a Muslim and had a thorough knowledge of 
the religion. Abai, who was born wise, is also intelligent, knowledgeable and mature ap-
pears in the image of an early adult.

For example, what are the weight of the words of Abai, a thirteen-year-old student of 
a religious madrasah “Kaitkanda?” Except for the word “unseen”, it is a simple word that 
is used in everyday life. The writer put this word in the mouth of the young protagonist in 
order to show the personality of his son, in accordance with the father’s prediction: “What-
ever you expect, wait for this.” Is it not clear who is who? The great sage Abai himself said, 
“Take a man by his word.” The author’s artistic thought is connected with Abai’s words. 
Then Abai, who came to his father, said: “Thank you, father,” and after a while, he said, 
“After the horse, even though the lecture was not over, I took his permission and blessing” 
(Auezov, 2013: 10). The words “lecture”, “end”,”master”, “blessing” are not familiar to 
today’s younger generation. This is typical of that period, but it shows that the student came 
out of the madrasah and has not yet been able to get rid of the influence of that environment. 
This answer was impressive, as well as the fact that our protagonist became an intellectual 
citizen to those present at the meeting, as well as a reference to the future instructive life 
of the great poet. From this we can see that Abai, who studied at a religious school and 
received religious education, is growing up to be a promising citizen. As Zh. Aimautov 
said: “The original signature of the writer, who “drank water from an Islamic spring and 
was brought up in Turkism”, is clearly seen in such realistic lines and documentary details. 

From this point of view, we can say that the main religious image in the novel is the 
image of the protagonist of the novel – Abai. About this M. Auezov also said: “... The main 
influence of Abai from the East is Islam ... Abai is a clearly religious poet. Religion seems 
to reflect the beliefs of those who worship the principles of Islam and constantly speak of 
God, the Prophet, and the belief of Islam. Both in the language and in the poetic dictionary, 
there are words of every prayer and worship taken from the verses of the Koran” (Auezov, 
1967: 167). We can see this in the tone of the epic novel, its content, ideological and artistic 
nature, and even in the image of religious figures.

For example, in the chapter “Kiada”: He began to translate the Koran on the evening 
of the day as having left Zere. Instead of letting the mullah to recite, he began to recite the 
whole Quran dedicated to his mother’s soul.

Abay reads the Koran with a different enthusiasm, not in a hurry so that he can reward 
his mother’s soul. He spares more time for some verses of the Qur’an and thinks alone and 
secretly. It was a mourning of her grandmother’s human and motherly qualities. It seems 
that giving sincere gratitude was also a prayer, a wish, an account” (Auezov, 2013: 305).

This passage shows that Abai is a true Muslim with strong spiritual faith, deep religious 
knowledge, and perfect faith. According to his grandmother Zere, without letting the mul-
lah to read, he recited the Koran, especially the «Kalamullah» (the word of God), and his 
verses to the descendants of the deceased. We know that he has good intentions: “May Al-
lah show the easy way”, “let him/her rest in peace”, “Let him/her believe”, “Let him/her be 
in the light of God, in the mercy of our Prophet.” 

It is easy to see that the great writer paid special attention to the fact that in Islam when 
reciting the Qur’an to the deceased, praying for the blessings of the Qur’an, by the com-
mand of God, he rewards both the deceased and those who read and pray.
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In one of the scenes of the novel’s chapter “In the Battle” introduces that there is a group 
of religious figures, such as Kokbay, a student of the madrasah Alpeim:

“Who was waiting for him in the city, Abay was trying to learn from Kokbay. From 
different perspectives in the Kokbay’s language, Nogai and Kazakh “intellectuals” were 
waiting for this. If anyone wonders about whoever they are, there are groups of imams in 
the big mosques Gabulzhappar, Gabdyrazak, Hisami, Jameliddin and the imam of the Sart 
mosque Mirkurban on. There are also imams of the main mosques and the lower mosques. 
They are Kazakh imams Malikazhdar Qari, Ashim khoja and respectful Akmetzhan. Many 
other Kazakh caliphs, elders, and religious teachers who Abai saw as needed.

When Abai heard about it, according to his usual eloquence, Kokbay hurriedly told a 
joke without waiting for the end of his speech.

– Well, are you all mullahs sitting together and planning how to send me to Mecca? 
Or do you say, “He never prayed, let’s guide him to the path of God and make him be re-
warded?” – he said” (Auezov, 2013: 321).

From these examples, we can see the artistic images of clergy and their lexical usage, 
and the design of religious terms. For example, the fact that Abay recited Arabic popular 
proverbs related to education, such as “nahv” (grammar), “fiqh” (Islamic law), shows that 
the great writer himself is well versed in Arabic folklore.

It is known that there are five conditions of Islam in general:
1. Believing or saying it in the form of Kalima-shahadat;
2. Praying: praying five times a day;
3. Fasting: fasting during the month of Ramadan every year;
4. Giving alms: obligatory charity given by the wealthy Muslims to the poor every year;
5. Pilgrimage: one or more pilgrimages by people of means.
From this point of view, we can find concrete examples of these five conditions of Is-

lam in the actions of the characters in the work. Prayer, its types, debates with the clergy, 
debates, and the protagonist’s concise answers and arguments make a good impression on 
the reader.

Now one day Abay speaks with Ishan, Imam, Khalife, and Hazrat in their own language, 
with religious principles. At times, he even resents them. Abai was right in this. Let’s say: 
“Let the mullahs be like this, especially beware of the beliefs of this age. They pretend to 
be Fitnai-galam, the Ahl al-Tariqah, and to convey to others. All their power is a сәлде 
(turban) on their heads, a rosary (beads) in their hands. There is nothing else. They are 
the ignorants of ignorance, the violent predators, the mob! He was angry and frustrated” 
(Auezov, 2013: 74). In this way, the author criticizes the negative actions of the people of 
Sufism at that time “Fitnai-galam” – the destroyer of the world, “Аhl al-Tariqat” - the com-
munity of religious order. In addition, in some parts of the novel, he mocks the followers 
of this doctrine with the metaphor of “faith”, like the image of the disciples in front of the 
patriarch,” in the terms of the Sufis. In this way, we draw attention to the fact that the author 
reminds the followers of Sufism, which sometimes appears in the face of today’s sovereign 
state, that it pays attention only to the progressive and cognitive side. Unfortunately, there 
is still a lack of thorough and systematic explanations of the nature and secrets of this issue 
to the general public, either by the intelligentsia or the clergy. The sage Abai said this even 
in his time. These are the words of the great thinker and theologian, which have served our 
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independent country to this day without losing their value and significance. This is also a 
sign of greatness.

The novel-epopee “The Way of Abai” requires special attention not only to the image of 
religious people, masters, and mullahs but also to the religious views of the writer through 
the worldview of each religiously literate character. We can already see the depth of his 
thoughts on religious knowledge and great knowledge. For example, the image of a young 
mullah Gabithan first appears in Abay’s house. “Gabitkhan is a young Tatar. A few years 
ago he ran away from the soldiers and came to the Kazakhs, to the Kazakhs of Karkaraly. 
Irgyzbai’s bones from Bertis came to a village. When they had Uskenbay’s food that year, 
they said to this guy:

– It would be good if you were in the company of a strong man, - he introduced him to 
Kunanbay.

Although Gabitkhan was young, he was considered to be a mature man, and he re-
mained in the hands of Kunanbay.

He has a naive character, an interesting language, he is small and charming. The elders 
and younger people of this village loved him very much” (Auezov, 2013: 94).

It is also important to sculpt a portrait of the protagonist in order to fully reveal the char-
acter of the character in the excerpt. The image of Gabithan is remembered as a young man 
who is harmless to anyone because of his ignorance, actions and deeds in different situa-
tions. When Gabithan and Abai went to find out about Kamshat’s condition, they couldn’t 
stand the fact that Gabitkhan’s character was soft and humble.

“O oppressed one! What are you angry about, you innocent oppressed? - he cried” 
(Auezov, 2013: 166).

According to the Muslim child, a believer is a happy person. Because all his deeds con-
sist of good deeds and righteous thoughts. Is there anything better for a human being than 
prayer, good behavior and leaving a responsible generation? The construction of a mosque 
by Kunanbay for the sake of God, and the distribution of alms to others when he died, is a 
sign of true Islam. The construction of this mosque in Karkaralinsk is to raise the name of 
Kunanbay and increase his prestige. “Since last summer, Kunanbay has been building the 
first mosque in the district in Karkaralinsk. That mosque is finished today. Kunanbay is re-
ally praised for the construction of a mosque in the city named after a mullah, a caliph, an 
official in the country, an old man” (Auezov, 2013: 98).

“Well, the food is ready, the house is ready ... He said that the guests would come after 
the “Zhasig” prayer ...

- Probably, he prays in the new mosque for a long time ...
- Well, now Mullah Hassan is the new imam. It is impossible to finish this prayer quickly ...
- Brother what would happen without reading one of “Yasin” or “Tabarak”? He will not 

stop without reading himself! - laughing young men like Tolepberdy, Burakhan, Zhumagul 
do not want to leave the tea easily ...” (Auezov, 2013: 115). We can see from the words of 
the heroes of the work, these guys, that the author knows a lot about the suras of the Koran, 
about the five daily prayers.

“Gabitkhan and Abai found a few books from a mullah, an old man and a young Sufi 
who had a book nearby. Another time, Gabitkhan deliberately went to Karashoky, to the 
village of Kunke, and brought two baskets of books.
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In Karkaralinsk, Kunanbay received a number of interesting books that he said he would 
read at home through mullah Hasen and other scholars at home” (Auezov, 2004: 135).

From the content of the proposed texts of the work, we can recognize the image of 
Gabitkhan, one of the religious figures in the novel, a Tatar mullah, who was close to Ku-
nanbay and Takezhan. Abay was the first to learn Muslim teachings from Gabitkhan.

In 1853, Kunanbay Haji opened a school in Naizatas, east of Zhidebay, in order to teach 
children to read and write. Abai learns from this Gabitkhan and turns to education. Gabit-
khan also noticed the curious boy and paid special attention to Abai. Grandmother Zere 
was also impressed by Abai’s Muslim literacy and education and led Gabitkhan to become 
a respected member of the Kunanbay dynasty (Qorabay, 2016).

Conclusion. In general, the novel-epic has a lot of ongoing events, as well as a lot of char-
acters. One of them is a religious people, a religious image of Abai. Their appearance, and 
speech culture, with their internal and external peculiarities, thoughts, feelings, and emotions, 
forms a whole socio-psychological structure, forming the portrait of the spiritual men.

It depicts the fate of the great poet Abai and the life of the people, and the living condi-
tions of all Kazakhs in a multifaceted ethnographic, psychological, and spiritual beauty. 
Thus, in the novel-epopee, the Kazakh people’s future, high honor, dreams, and goals, all 
their existence are reflected in unity.

No matter how much the artist writes and speaks about the world’s religious ideas, it is 
worth noting that in some cases he was very careful and cautious, taking into account the 
trends of the time. This is especially true in the context of Islam. The author himself cau-
tiously stated that”Abay used the propaganda of Islam only in a very conditional way, only 
in a small area” (Auezov, 1967).

“The writer’s comprehensive description of the poet’s image at the time acknowledged 
the controversy over the art of speech. A close friend of the writer Mustai Karim wrote in a 
letter from Ufa in 7.IX.58: “I was surprised to read your Abai”... He opened the Kazakh peo-
ple with his artistic talent of poetry. The role of any great book is not limited to the depiction 
of the wonderful qualities of the people, but also to the new qualities that are unique to this 
nation. With the help of such books, people will learn and master these new qualities. I think 
your “Abai” is such a book. Another value of “Abai” for me: “It always seems to lead and 
invite. It calls on the world to tell its people more deeply, broadly and boldly” (Pirali, 2017). 
In fact, as the great writer foresaw the breadth of his time and its far-reaching horizons, he 
based his work on the issues of religion and Islam as a golden line throughout his life.
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М.Әуезовтің «Абай жолы» роман-эпопеясындағы Абайдың діни бейнесі

Аңдатпа. Ұсынылып отырған мақалада жазушы М.О. Әуезовтің «Абай жолы» роман-эпопеясындағы 
Абайдың діни бейнесі қарастырылады. Мұнда діни тұлғалардың іс-әрекеті, сөз қолданыстары, 
басқа адамдармен қарым-қатынасы жайлы мысалдар келтіріліп, олар шығарманың бас кейіпкері 
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Абай Құнанбаевтың өмірімен, тұрмыс-тіршілігімен қат-қабат байланыста сөз етіледі. Шығарманың 
құрылымындағы әр алуан тақырыптар мен ондағы көтерілген қоғамдық-әлеуметтік мәселелерді, 
жазушының бас кейіпкер бейнесін сомдаудағы кең ауқымды әдеби-теориялық мүмкіндіктерді сурет-
кер шебер әрі ұтымды пайдаланғандығын орынды көрсетеді. Бұл ретте мақала авторлары шығарма 
авторының өзінің жазушылық шеберлігі мен тәжірибесіне байланысты айтқан ойларына, сондай-ақ ол 
туралы жазылған қаламгерлер пікіріне сүйенеді. Авторлар мақалада тек діни адамдар, қожа-молдалар 
мен ишан, қари, мәзіндер бейнесі ғана емес шығармадағы әрбір діни сауаты бар кейіпкерлердің 
дүниетанымдық көзқарастары арқылы жазушының дінге, діни сенім-нанымға қатал кезеңнің өзінде діни 
таным-түсінік туралы ой-толғамы, білім-білігі өте жоғары болғанын сөз етеді. Ол шығарма авторының 
асқан білімпаздығын, арабша-мұсылманша сауатының ерекше тереңдігін көрсететін жайт. 

Әдебиеттің өзі белгілі бір қоғамды басқаларға көрсету, сонымен қатар ұрпаққа құндылықтарды 
сақтау үшін үлкен рөл атқарады. М.Әуезов «Абай жолы» кітабында Абайдың исламға және исламдық 
әдет-ғұрыптарға көзқарасына сәтті назар аударады. Ол қазақтың исламға деген жалпы көзқарасын бей-
нелей отырып, Абайды бейнелейді. 

Түйін сөздер: Алла, иман, ғибадат, намаз, фатиха, Құран хатым, Абай, Ислам.
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Религиозный образ Абая в романе-эпопее М.Ауэзова “Путь Абая”

Аннотация. В предлагаемой статье рассматривается религиозный образ Абая в романе-эпопее 
“Путь Абая” М.О. Ауэзова. Здесь приводятся примеры деятельности религиозных личностей, форма 
выражения, общения с другими людьми, которые связаны с жизнью и бытом  главного героя произве-
дения. Многообразие тем в структуре произведения и затрагиваемые в нем общественно-социальные 
проблемы свидетельствуют о умелом и рациональном использовании писателем широких литературно-
теоретических возможностей в создании образа Абая. При этом авторы статьи опираются на мысли ав-
тора произведения, связанные с его писательским мастерством и опытом, а также на мнение писателей 
о нем. Авторы в статье подчеркивают, что не только образ религиозных людей, ходжи-муллы и имана, 
кари, мази, но и мировоззрение каждого религиозно грамотного персонажа в произведении, тем самым 
показав очень высокий уровнь  представления о религии и ее убеждениях. Авторы отмечают, что в 
статье представлены не только образы религиозных представителей как ходжи-муллы и имана, кари, 
муадзинов, но и мировоззренческие установки каждого религиозно просвященного персонажа романа. 

Литература сама по себе играет большую роль в изображении определенного общества, чтобы со-
хранить ценности для следующих поколений. В своей книге “Путь Абая” М.Ауэзов успешно привлека-
ет внимание к точке зрения Абая, отображающего общий взгляд казахов на ислам.

Ключевые слова: Аллах, вера, поклонение, молитва, фатиха, Коран хатым, Абай, Ислам.
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