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KAZAKH LITERATURE OF THE INDEPENDENCE ERA 
IN THE AZERBAIJANI LANGUAGE 

Abstract. The article describes the features of Kazakh-Azerbaijani inter-literary relations in the post-Soviet 
period, and also analyzes the works of Kazakh authors and folklore works of the Kazakh people translated into 
Azerbaijani. The paper notes the high intensification of inter-literary contacts between Kazakhstan and Azer-
baijan. Such an expansion of interpersonal relationships among creative figures is, of course, determined by the 
general state of interstate relations. 

In the post-Soviet period, Turkic-speaking writers, representatives of various national literatures began to 
feel their inner involvement in the general Turkic processes with particular clarity due to deep historical and 
socio-political changes and the strengthening of creative contacts. For example, such works translated into 
Azerbaijani as «Turkestan», «And me, you, death, lull me to sleep» («Olum, mane agi de») Magzhan Zhuma-
bayeva, «Kazakhstan’s Way», «The Heart of Eurasia» by Nursultan Nazarbayev, «The Clay Book» by Olzhas 
Suleimenov, «When the Wolves Howled» by Sabit Dosanov, «Idikut» by Akhmetzhan Ashiri were highly ap-
preciated among Azerbaijani readers. «Alash Arystary» in the Azerbaijani language shows that translators in 
their creative activity go not only beyond the national geographic framework, but expand the internal boundar-
ies of the national artistic worldview.

The works of the Kazakh genius confirm that the historical and cultural ties of the Kazakh and Azerbaijani 
peoples go back centuries. In particular, in the «Words of Edification», in the poems «Iskander», «Masut», 
«Tales of Azim» traces of centuries-old oriental wisdom are found. In the era of independence, the fame of clas-
sical Kazakh writers went far beyond the borders of their country.  Many of them have become internationally 
significant personalities. So Abai as a universal cultural phenomenon at the turn of the century became an essen-
tial fact of world culture. The interrelation and literary contacts between writers of Turkic speaking countries 
have given rise to well-known Turkologists to talk about the concept of a single «Turkic speaking literature» 
and the need to accelerate the creation of a «new era».  

Keywords: Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, literary relations, intensification, Abai, M.Auezov.

Introduction. The problem associated with the peculiarities of the inter-literary inter-
relations of national writers and poets remains one of the most relevant in modern philo-
logical science. From this point of view, it is extremely interesting to consider the forms of 
interaction between Kazakh and Azerbaijani literatures. 

Experiment. Information in the global network and online magazines that show the 
problem from the inside have played a significant role in the study of this problem. Ka-
zakh-Azerbaijani literary contacts are the subject of research in the scientific works of K. 
Mirzoev, S. Ananyeva, N. Tagisa, F. Agaeva, R. Asker and other scientists. To identify the 
inter-literary contacts of Kazakh writers and poets, the peculiarities of their intercultural 
interaction, to study the assessment, responses and articles of foreign researchers (artistic, 
aesthetic and cultural phenomenon during the independence of Kazakhstan). The features 
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of Kazakh-Azerbaijani inter-literary relations of the post-Soviet period are studied. The 
works of Kazakh authors and folklore heritage of the Kazakh people translated into Azer-
baijani are analyzed.

Results and discussion. Work was carried out on the found materials and critical ar-
ticles by Turkish and foreign authors. The works of foreign scientists will be translated into 
Russian and Kazakh. They reveal the inter-literary connections and contacts of modern 
writers of Kazakhstan and determine the forms of literary interaction of Kazakh writers 
with foreign and other national literatures. The paper notes the high intensification of inter-
literary contacts between Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan. Such an expansion of interpersonal 
relationships among creative figures is, of course, determined by the general state of inter-
state relations. 

After the collapse of the USSR, there has been a high intensification of inter-literary 
contacts and interactions among Turkic-speaking countries and peoples. Such an expan-
sion of interpersonal relationships among creative figures is, of course, determined by the 
general state of interstate relations (Tokaev, 2020). The high level of translation art inher-
ited from the Soviet period also contributed in every way to the development of the entire 
system of translation culture and literary contacts of the post-Soviet era (Amineva, 2019: 
13). This trend is clearly visible in the Kazakh-Azerbaijani inter-literary ties, which have 
strengthened in recent years (Mirzoev, 2020). 

The interest of the Azerbaijani people in the Kazakh verbal art - the treasury of national 
literature is not accidental, and it is steadily growing. The translation into Azerbaijani of 
the poem «Kyz Zhibek» in 2016, which is the pinnacle of not only Kazakh, but also the 
entire Turkic folklore, could not but please readers of both countries. The famous work was 
translated by Ramiz Asker, a well-known Turkologist at Baku State University. The trans-
lator tried to convey to Azerbaijani readers the life and way of life of the Kazakh people 
of the XVI – XVII centuries, thereby filling the Azerbaijani world with oriental cultural 
flavor, expanding the national and universal picture of the readers’ world. The reproduction 
of «Kyz Zhibek» on a different language material acts as an excellent cultural phenom-
enon, implemented through detailed descriptions of the phenomena of national culture and 
socio-historical codes. The choice of «Kyz Zhibek» for translation into Azerbaijani in the 
post-Soviet period is natural. The reader is invited to penetrate into the world of the Kazakh 
people and learn the peculiarities of another way of life. One can observe an attempt by a 
translator-scientist to comprehend, on the one hand, a culture related to, but still «alien» to 
Azerbaijanis in the context of an unusually diverse Turkic world. The Azerbaijani scientist 
managed to realize and convey the Kazakh patriotism, the peculiarities of the experiences 
of lovers, the faithful steppe friendship of colleagues. The Azerbaijani reader enthusiasti-
cally accepted the aesthetic value of the great lyric-epic poem «Kyz Zhibek» with a cen-
turies-old history of existence, which is included in the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage 
Fund. Through the translation of this poem, it translated significant national ideas, symbols, 
values, customs, beliefs, traditions, norms and rules of life of the Kazakh people, formed 
during the most difficult period of its history. Thanks to the translation of the poem, the 
reader receives a different aesthetic whole, a different pleasure, a different perception of 
culture, and as a result, a different universal representation of the world. The acceleration 
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of translation processes in Azerbaijan contributed not only to their creative assimilation of 
the vast cultural wealth of Abai’s homeland, but also to the progressive enrichment of the 
Azerbaijani people’s ideas about our steppe country. 

Of course, the general rise of artistic and critical thought in the Turkic-speaking world 
contributes to the worldwide and active study of the verbal culture of the Kazakh people in 
a comparative way. In the era of independence, the literary heritage of the Kazakh genius 
Abai began to play a crucial role in the formation of the Kazakh classics in the process of 
general «Turkization». His works have been re-translated and reinterpreted in the Turkic 
world. The appeal of Azerbaijani scientists to the work of the great steppe thinker is natural 
and reflects the general trend associated with the globalization of the world, on the one 
hand, and with the desire of related peoples to restore the former historical ties and ties, 
on the other. V. Bibler is right, who argued that such processes inevitably lead to increased 
direct contacts and culminate in a «dialogue of cultures» (Bybler, 1989: 32).

The presentation of the collection of works by Abai Kunanbayev in the Azerbaijani 
language, held by Baku State University in 2017, eloquently testifies that literary processes 
are deepening and determine the prospects for further development. 

According to Azerbaijani scientists, there is a genuine interest in reading and studying 
Kazakh literature, since both peoples have common roots, culture and history and therefore 
a common future. It is noted that thanks to the translation of the Azerbaijani poet Elkhan 
Zala, the brilliant son of the steppe Abai appeared before readers as a philosopher, thinker 
and «a global personality», and his works as «a source of inexhaustible wisdom» (Elkhan, 
2020). The works of the Kazakh genius confirm that the historical and cultural ties of the 
Kazakh and Azerbaijani peoples go back centuries. In particular, in the «Words of Edifica-
tion», in the poems «Iskander», «Masut», «Tales of Azim» traces of centuries-old oriental 
wisdom are found. In the era of independence, the fame of classical Kazakh writers went 
far beyond the borders of their country.  Many of them have become internationally signifi-
cant personalities. So Abai as a universal cultural phenomenon at the turn of the century 
became an essential fact of world culture. The interrelation and literary contacts between 
writers of Turkic-speaking countries have given rise to well-known Turkologists to talk 
about the concept of a single «Turkic-speaking literature» and the need to accelerate the 
creation of a «new era». 

The deepening of literary interrelations and the translation of works of art progressively 
led to the fact that Azerbaijani scientists themselves began to explore the work of Kazakh 
writers. Nizami Tagisa’s monograph «The Work of Mukhtar Auezov: from Tradition to 
Innovation» has become a historical phenomenon in the literary life of the Azerbaijani 
people. We are talking about the fundamental nature of the study of the works of the great 
Kazakh master of the pen. The author studies the creative biography of the writer in the 
context of his difficult fate, Auezov drama as an ethno-poetic code of the national drama.

Prominent Azerbaijani Turkologist Nizami Tagisoy devoted many years to the study of 
Kazakh literature. At the center of his research was M. Auezov as a monumental personal-
ity who showed the continuous spiritual evolution of two epochs, the second half of the 
nineteenth and the first half of the twentieth centuries. The scientist considers M. Auezov 
as a bright fighter for the preservation and development of national cultural symbols, a 



"Keruen" scientific journal №2, 75 vol, 2022                                     ISSN: 2078-8134 | elSSN: 2790-7066   

№2, 75 vol, 2022 |  "Keruen"                                                     M.О. Auezov Institute of Literature and Art       67

faithful follower and continuer of the path of Abai. The views of the Kazakh genius of the 
twentieth century and the origins of the writer’s firmness of will during the period of perse-
cution by the authorities for dissent were analyzed in Azerbaijani. The scientist emphasized 
that the founder of Abai studies in Kazakhstan, as a separate literary direction, was a major 
researcher – Turkologist M.O. Auezov. Thanks to the new discovery of M. Auezov, Abai 
appeared as an epoch-making personality, and the Kazakh steppe was a place of creative 
inspiration and the source of the poet’s reflections. Auezov carried special spiritual knowl-
edge in the era of communist domination. This was a response to the closed space of the 
system that emerged in the first half of the twentieth century. The young Kazakh intelligen-
tsia of the first half of the twentieth century with great potential and deep self-awareness 
could have revealed the greatness of the steppe genius at the beginning of the century, if 
their lives had not been cut short. Kazakh scientists of the second half of the twentieth cen-
tury and the era of Independence managed to legitimately substantiate the socio-political 
and cultural significance of Abai’s personality for the entire Turkic world (Nizami, 2020). 
From this point of view, the textbook «Abai’s Creative Path» and the fundamental article 
«Abai Studies» (The history of the study of Abai’s life and creative path) by Professor of 
the Department of Literature of the Turkic Peoples of Baku State University F. Agaeva, 
published in 2015, is of great importance  (Agaeva, 2015: 9). The scientist supports Kazakh 
scientists who consider «Abai studies» to be a separate field of Turkology. In her opinion, 
the study of the phenomenon of Abai took place in three stages. The first stage is the collec-
tion of data, the search for manuscripts and the publication of the poet’s literary heritage. 
Therefore, this stage is defined as the stage of formation of Abai studies. At the second 
stage (1940-1990), the creative life and historical, cultural, aesthetic and artistic features 
of the poet’s literary heritage are investigated. At the third stage (during the period of In-
dependence) in Abai studies there is a complete rethinking of the phenomenon of Abai in 
the context of global changes in the post-Soviet world. Detailing the prevailing The author 
points out that M. Auezov cannot avoid the «vulgar Soviet approach» to various studies 
in the 20s and 30s around Abai’s work, where he allegedly cruelly criticizes bourgeois 
representatives of national literature. The scientist quotes the following statements of M. 
Auezov: «In the first years after the revolution, up to 1936-1937, along with a truly socialist 
assessment of Abai’s legacy, various conservative and malicious judgments took place ...» 
(Agaeva, 2015: 13-14). F. Agayeva writes: «if you look closely, then in these words, which 
came from the pen of such a prominent writer Mukhtar Auezov, we see a vulgar «Soviet 
approach» (Agaeva, 2015: 13-14). 

In Soviet times, not everything was simple and unambiguous. M. Auezov, as a person 
who absorbed the idea of national revival at the beginning of the twentieth century, clearly 
understood that it was necessary to accept the challenge of communist ideology and «save» 
Abai from such above-mentioned «vulgar approaches» that developed in the post-October 
period. Let us recall that in the same way he saved the great Kyrgyz heroic epic «Manas» 
from the adventurous attacks of representatives of socialist realism and normative aesthetics 
characteristic of that time. It seems that based on their life experience, he was able to «return 
Abai» to the Kazakh reader in the Soviet period, when young and inexperienced revolution-
aries and reactionaries could forget Abai’s name for many years. In the novel «The Way of 



"Керуен" ғылыми журналы №2, 75-том, 2022                               ISSN: 2078-8134 | elSSN: 2790-7066     

68       М.О. Әуезов атындағы Әдебиет және өнер институты                  "Керуен"  | №2, 75-том, 2022

Abai» we see numerous ideological fluctuations of the author, about which meticulous crit-
ics will write later. M. Auezov, who absorbed the Alash Horde ideas, experienced the harsh 
life vicissitudes of communist ideology. The scientist N. Tagisoy will write about this again: 
«I have been telling students about the work of Mukhtar Auezov for more than thirty years. 
Therefore, I had the opportunity to comprehensively study his works and his life. In Soviet 
times, the attitude to his work was ambiguous. He was a deep-thinking writer, so he could 
not limit himself to social realism, as the ideology of that time demanded.»

Conclusion. Kazakh-Azerbaijani inter-literary relations in the post-Soviet period can 
be safely characterized as a new stage of expanded inter-literary dialogue. Both Azerbaijani 
and Kazakh literature are enriched by artistic experience and complement each other, trans-
mit their innovative ideas to each other and have a direct mutual influence.

Information about financing. This work was carried out in the frame of the grant funding from the Science 
Committee of the MES RK on the project AR08855803 «Kazakhstan and the world literary space: comparative 
studies».
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Тәуелсіздік дәуіріндегі қазақ әдебиеті әзірбайжан тілінде 

Түйіндеме. Мақалада посткеңестік кезеңдегі қазақ-әзірбайжан әдебиетаралық байланыстарының 
ерекшеліктері сипатталған, сондай-ақ қазақ авторларының еңбектері мен қазақ халқының әзірбайжан 
тіліне аударылған фольклорлық шығармалары талданған. Жұмыста Қазақстан мен Әзірбайжан 
арасындағы әдебиетаралық байланыстарының жоғары қарқындауы атап өтілді. Шығармашыл қай-
раткерлер арасындағы тұлғааралық өзара байланыстарының мұндай кеңеюі, әрине, мемлекетаралық 
қатынастардың жалпы жағдайымен анықталады. 

Посткеңестік кезеңде түркітілдес жазушылар, түрлі ұлттық әдебиеттердің өкілдері терең тарихи 
және әлеуметтік-саяси өзгерістер мен шығармашылық байланыстардың күшеюіне байланысты жалпы 
түркі үрдістеріне өздерінің ішкі қатыстылығын ерекше сезіне бастады. Мысалы, Мағжан Жұмабаевтың 
«Түркістан», «Мені де, өлім, әлдиле» («Олум, мэнэ аги дэ»), Нұрсұлтан Назарбаевтың «Қазақстан 
жолы», «Еуразия жүрегі», Олжас Сүлейменовтың «Қыш  кітабы», Сәбит Досановтың «Қасқыр ұлыған 
түн», Ахметжан Аширидің «Идикут» сияқты шығармалары әзербайжан оқырмандары арасында жоғары 
бағаға ие болды. «Алаш арыстары» әзербайжан тілінде аудармашылардың өзінің шығармашылық бел-
сенділігінде ұлттық-географиялық шеңберден шығып қана қоймай, ұлттық көркемдік дүниетанымының 
ішкі шекараларын кеңейтетінін көрсетеді.

Қазақ данышпандарының еңбектері қазақ пен әзірбайжан халықтарының тарихи-мәдени 
байланыстарының ғасырлар қойнауынан өткенін растайды. Атап айтқанда, «Қара сөздерінде», «Ескен-
дір», «Масұт», «Азим туралы ертегілерде» ғасырлар бойғы шығыс даналығының іздері кездеседі. 
Тәуелсіздік дәуірінде классикалық қазақ жазушыларының танымалдылығы өз елінің шегінен асып 
кетті. Олардың көпшілігі халықаралық маңызды тұлғаларға айналды. Абай ғасырлар тоғысындағы 
әмбебап мәдени феномен ретінде әлемдік мәдениеттің маңызды фактісіне айналды. Түркітілдес ел-
дер жазушыларының арасындағы өзара байланыс пен әдеби байланыстар белгілі түркітанушыларға 
бірыңғай «түркітілдес әдебиет» тұжырымдамасы мен «жаңа дәуірді» құруды жеделдету қажеттігі ту-
ралы айтуға негіз берді. 

Кілт  сөздер: Қазақстан, Әзірбайжан, әдеби байланыстар, интенсификация, Абай, М.Әуезов.
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Казахская литература эпохи независимости 
на азербайджанском языке

Аннотация. В статье охарактеризованы особенности казахско-азербайджанских межлитературных 
связей в постсоветский период, а также проанализированы труды казахских авторов и фольклорные 
произведения казахского народа, переведенные на азербайджанский язык. В работе отмечена высокая 
интенсификация межлитературных контактов между Казахстаном и Азербайджаном. Такое расширение 
межличностных взаимо-связей среди творческих деятелей, безусловно, определяется общим состояни-
ем межгосударственных отношений. 

В постсоветский период тюркоязычные писатели, представители разных национальных литератур 
стали с особой отчетливостью ощущать свою внутреннюю сопричастность к общетюркским процес-
сам в силу глубинных исторических и социально-политических изменений и усиления творческих кон-
тактов. Например, такие произведения, переведенные на азербайджанский язык, как «Туркестан», «И 
меня, ты, смерть, убаюкай» («Олум, мэнэ аги дэ») Магжана Жумабаева, «Казахстанский путь», «Сердце 
Евразии» Нурсултана Назарбаева, «Глиняная книга» Олжаса Сулейменова, «Когда выли волки» Сабита 
Досанова, «Идикут» Ахметжана Ашири получили высокую оценку среди азербайджанских читателей. 
«Алаш арыстары» на азербайджанском языке показывает, что переводчики в своей творческой актив-
ности выходят не только за национально-географические рамки, но расширяют внутренние границы 
национального художественного мировосприятия и мировоззрения.

Труды казахского гения подтверждают, что историко-культурные связи казахского и азербайджан-
ского народов уходят в глубину веков. В частности в «Словах назидания», в поэмах «Искандер», «Ма-
сут», «Сказания об Азиме» обнаруживается следы многовековых восточных мудростей. В эпоху не-
зависимости известность классических казахских писателей вышла далеко за пределы своей страны. 
Многие из них стали международно значимыми личностями. Так Абай как универсальный культурный 
феномен на рубеже веков стал существенным фактом мировой культуры. Взаимосвязь и литературные 
контакты между писателями тюркоязычных стран дали основание известным тюркологам говорить о 
концепции единой «тюркоязычной литературы» и необходимости ускорения создания «новой эпохи». 

Ключевые слова: Казахстан, Азербайджан, литературные связи, интенсификация, Абай, М.Ауэзов.
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